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1 Rev VEREND Bar THREN, | a 1 


PT" having pleaſed God to call me to the 
Le are of this large Dioceſe, I thought it 
e the firſt opportunity, 


became me to ta 
which: the eſtabl courſe of Viſitation 
my brethren, the 


affordel," of mee 

Clergy: that fo 0 we "hight be the ſooner 
acquainted with each other; and that, by 
ans of their prudent . and in- 
kolmation, F might be the 
to ſoft ths weighty” office impoſed upon 
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"M 1 may hereafter, as otealion vrvee! be 
möre þattieular in iny directions to you. 
At this time, it will be ſufficient to lay 
before you ſome general conſiderations on 
D . _ our 


1 


* 


TY 


our common PASTORAL DUTY, and 8 


animate myſelf and you to a faithful diſs 
charge of it. 
When our bleſſed Lord APY Maſter 


ſent forth! His favoured Aervapts to Igbour | 
in that miniſtry, to which he had called 
them, he addreſſed them in theſe memora- 
ble words I have choſen and ordained you, 


THAT YE SHOVED" GO. ANB Ae For . 


Rur MD THA YOUA FRUSTSHODED — 
REMAIN? 5 That ye may rgO with tis 
commiſſian to- plant my.doftrine. ing Ahe c 
Worlch ; and chat, by, your. cyltiyatian; af 
it it max cake eee ie e 5 
a frutful; baryelt gf eUyVerS and, con 
4inue.to da;{o. through all ages. b21nisup „ F 
But evbats then,, fc, this mature, and her-. 
Ferual barneſſ, wbigh ig here Reageer 9 
Ahe Diſciples; ane ehdiof, ther. Jahoprs? 
Is it a harveſt of ſuch „ ren as ſhall 
barely, give. their. name, #0. Chr! in Ler- . 
taigly,; ngt i 0 ch ag, eile Sony 9 
worthyꝛof him: t 149.3 hary rygſt, Rap, of bl 
do enoitetobil! John g. 287d voy oled 
| „„ 1 well. 
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well-informed, pious, and righteous, believers. 
This is the precious everlaſting fruit, 


which it was entruſted to their office to WK th 


; produce: and this fruit, the due diſcharge 
of their office, under the bleſſing, th, Ge d 
makes them capable of producing. L 
In theſe affecting words, hw of our 
divine Maſter (the more affecting, becauſe 
acnong the laſt that were uttered, by him) 
the Apoſtles „ firſt, an d, after | | them,, all 
| ſucceeding ,, miniſters , of, the Goſpel, are 
called upon to bring fort, Aä n 
ZN 1. The fruit of a RIGHT FAITH in{their 
Hoes 3-as>reſulting from the ſounds» 
neſs. of their doctrine. 2. The frut-of 
PIE TY 5 in | their flocks 2 in conſequence of 
a diligent miniſtration im all the offices of 
their ſacred function. And, 3. The fruit 
of CnARITx. in their Chriſtian brethrens 
as ſpringing out of their godly exhorta- 
tions and blameleſs example. 
Such, my ſreverend brethren, 1 1s the end, 
for which WE are choſen and ordained to 
| =, ſerve 


2 . 


| ſerve i in the church of Chriſt. And though, 
in ſetting this end before you, I ſhall but 
reflect your own thoughts: yet, in doing 
this, I may be a no unuſeful, certainly, no 
ungrateful remembtancer ; ſince it is the 
duty, the deſire, and the glory of us all, 
that we bring Jus raid, and that our ow 
| er ra n 2 5 
I. The rinsr objeck e of our —— 
| is: to inſtruct our hearers i in the RIGHT 
FAITH: and to this end, we are POR 
to tate heed to our Abétrine v. . ec 
The Religion of Jeſus calining to bs” 
from God, the dp/7rimes, it delivers, are as 
well to be believed; as its precepts, to be 
obſerved. Thus, a dogmatic theology be- 
comes eſſential to Chriſtianity; and its 
Profeſſors are equally bound my a certain 
rule of faith, and of manners,” 4 1) 0 
When the Scriptures of the New: Teſta- 
ment were made public, theſe were that 
Rule of faith to the hole church of Chriſt. 
And, if that Church had __ in the 1 in- 
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terpretation of them; or, if peace and 
charity could have conſiſted with its dj be. 
agreement, no other proviſion for the main- 


tenance of. the faith had been thought 7 
needful. But the Seriptures, like all other 


| writings, being liable to a different con- 


ſtruction, according to the different views 


and capacities of uninſpired men; and it 


being preſently found'that ſuch difference 
of conſtruction produced the moſt violent 
animoſities among Chriſtians, while each 


ſect pretended a divine authority for its 
. own fancies; no remedy occurred for theſe 
diſorders, but that the catholic church 


ſhould be held together by one and the 
ſame confeſſion, received and acknowledged 
by all its miniſters; or, when, afterwards, 


this extenſive project was found impractica- 
ble, that thoſe, who agreed in the ſame 
interpretation of the ſacred oracles, ſhould 


be allowed to ſeparate from all 'others, and 


unite themſelves 1 into one diſtinct and ab- 


ordinate church. 1 
B z n ee TR; 


WH 
Thus, Schiſm, though it be always | an 
evil, and may be a crime, was introduced 


into the church; and Was even tolerated 
there, to prevent other and greater evils, 5 
as well as crimes, from flowing into IM; 


For, though a diverſity of interpretation, 
in conſequence of this liberty, prevailed 


in 4 ferent Chriſtian communities, which 


yet acknowledged the ſame common Rule, 


the Scriptures of Cod; ſtill, peace was, by 


this means, preſerved. in each particular 
community: and, by virtue of that ge- 
neral principle of mutual toleration, which 
the expedient itſelf implied,” it was, or 


might be, in good meaſure, preſerved 
through all the quarters of the Catholic 


church. | 
: This, in one. word, is the Ox rox, 
and, at the ſame time, the JusT1FICA- 


TION, of Creeds and Confeſſions; which ; 


are only a bond of union between the 
members of each Chriſtian ſociety. | For 
the purpoſe of them is not to ſet up hu- 


| man deciſions againſt the word of God; 
- | de, 


a, — 
ACC 4 


1 
\ 


Cx] 


but, by . comments and more expli- 
eit declarations, in ſuch points of doctrine 
as have been differently apprehended, and 
much controverted, to expreſs and aſcer- 
tain the ſenſe, in which THEY interpret 


that word, who communicate together 1 
the ſame Church. 

Thus the caſe ſtands, before the * 
gives a preference to any particular Church. 
Thenceforth, indeed, the State concurs 
with the Church to enforce one common 


Confeſſion, by confining the emoluments, 


which it provides for the encouragement 
of Religion, to the peculiar doctrines of 
the favoured Church. This, the State 


does, in equity towards that religious ſo- 


ciety, with which it is now ſo cloſely 


connected: it does it, too, in prudence and 
good policy ; ; becauſe it conceives its own. 
true intereſts to be. concerned: in maintain- 


ing thoſe peculiar doctrine. | 
Thus, whether we ae the Church, 

before it acquires the countenance of the 

State, as intent on truth and orthodoxy, and 
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only meditating how beſt to preſerve that 
truth in the boſom of peace; or, whether 
we regard the State, after it affords that 
countenance to the Church, as ſtudious 
to provide for its own great object, General 


Utility, of which the preſervation of peace 


makes ſo conſiderable a part; either way 
we underitand why an agreement of opi- 

nion is required in the appointed Guides 
and Teachers of Religion. But, as ſuch 


agreement cannot be expected, or not 


maintained, where every Teacher is left 
to inculcate what doctrines he thinks fit, 
hence ſome” common formulary of faith 


(ot in oppoſition to that delivered i in the 


Scriptures, but by We of more preciſe 
explanation of what is believed to be its 
true meaning) is reaſonably propoſed to 


the aſſent of thoſe Guides and Teachers, 


before they exerciſe their office i in any pars 
_ ticular Chriſtian ſociety 3 as a TESH of 


their opinions; and as a RULE, by which, 


in ſubordination to the general Rule of 5 
Chriſtians, they undertake to frame their 1 


3 inftruQions, <A 


This | 


15 
: 
1 
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This Confeſſion, or Gere of faith, 
with us, is THE THIRTY-NINE AR TIcLEs: i 
to which a ſubſcription is required from 


every candidate of the Miniſtry. So that 
THE SCRIPTURE, interpreted by thoſe ar- 


ticles, is the proper rule of doctrine, to 


every Miniſter of our Churen. 


It follows from what has "WF laid, that 


2 ſuch, as cannot honeſtly | aſſent to this 


formulary, muſt (if they aſpire to be public 
Teachers of Religion) unite themſelves 
| Church. This 
compulſion may, ſometimes, be a hard/bip : 
but can, in no caſe, be an injury: or, 
if ſome may chuſe to conſider it in the 
light of an injury, it is ſuch an one as muſt 


with ſome other conſentient 


be ſuffered by individuals for the general 


good of that Society, to which they belong, 

It is nothing, that ſome object to theſe 

articles, as improper, or ill. drarun. The 
Church will judge, for itſelf, of theſe 


points. Societies have ſurely the ſame 
right of private judgement, as Individuals; 
and, till they reyoke a conſtitution, it 


ſhould, | 


8 to. do. it: 2 as it is very 
fitly preſumed, on the other hand, that 
ſuch individuals, as will not ſubſeribe to 
this conſtitution, cannot. But it is for- 
gotten in this diſpute, that, although truth 
can only be on one . good * wy be 
on either. n 

Still, it may be: 44 Theſe des 
are,” — liable to various e 
tions.” Without doubt, they are: and fo 
wait any other, which could be convitivind) ä 
Yet, with all the latitude of interpretation 
of which they are capable, they ſtill an- 
ſwer, in a good degree, the main end of 
their appointment; as may be ſeen from 
the animoſity expreſſed by ſome againſt 
them, as too ſtrict. And, if we only uſe 
that latitude, which the expreſſion fairly 
admits, and which the Church allows, they 
will continue to anſwer the great end, hi- 

therto effected by them, of preſerving, 
among the members of our Church, an 
= of the ten in the bond * Peace. EOS: 


; 


ot | : „ Soch 


1 
Such then is the fruit of a right fail, 
which the miniſters of Sur Church are re- 


quired to bring forth, wy the 8 3 


their doetrine. © l 

1 They are, i in the next hag ordained 
to produce the fruit of yIETY, in their 
ſeveral congregations, by a faithful diſ- 


cog of the Hcred r committed | 


The Eirbier of the Church ut Eng. 
land, in which theſe offices are contained, 

is compoſed with ſo much wiſdom, and is 

| = It the _ rk with 0 true 1 


it. That the form eee 6 it, may 
be lawfully uſed, fe Fo at this time of day, 
will diſpute. That other for. s, more 
complete and perfe 
it is not denied by 26, who hold thoſe 


forms, however excellent, to be of human 


5 compoſition, only; 2 that any ſuch forms 
df greater perfection are likely to be de- 
nikd A thoſe who. are the readieſt to find 


fault | 


4 
m 


t 
fault with our Liturgy, will hardly be ex- 


pected by reaſonable. and knowing men. 


Much indeed, abundantly 0 much, has 
been ſaid and written on this ſubject. 
Moſt of the defects, which ſome have pre- 
tended to find in our Ritual, are purely 
imaginary: the reſt, are certainly unim- 
portant. So that our concern is plainly 
to ſubmit all deliberations of this ſort to 


the wiſdom of the Church itſelf; and, in 


the mean time, to give all the effect, that 


depends on us, to the miniſtration, which 
it requires. 

And to this end, it muſt be « our duty to 
perform the ſacred offices, with aui. 
decency, and fervour. 

1. By regularity, I mean fuck an ai 
ſervance of times and ſeaſons, and of all 
the m modes of performance, as the Church 
bath thought fit to preſcribe, To this ob- 


ſervance we are, indeed, conſtrained by ec- 


eleſiaſtical penalties : but I mention it as a 
fit teſtimony of reſpe& to public autho- 
rity; and as the means of promoting the 


true intereſts of Religion. For what is 
punctually | 


1 
punZiually performed. by the Miniſter, - will 
acquire a due conſideration with» the peo- 


ple: and the uniformity of our ſervice will 
make the attendance on religious offices 


more acceptable, nnn, more =] 


| edifying to them. : 14116 
2. Nor is it ou 2 thaſs: offices 
| 15 performed regularly, or according to 


ſtated rules: they muſt alſo be performed 
decently, or with due grace and propriety 
in the manner of diſcharging them. For 
it is not, perhaps,” enough conſidered, 
coming eelebration of the 
ſacred offices contributes to make men de- 


how much a 


light in them, and profit by them: or 
on the contrary, how much any degree 
of negligence 1 in the pyfure; or of impro- 
W iety in the accent, or indifferende in the 
air, of the officiating Miniſter, ſinkb the 


credit and authority; of his .miciſtration, 


and deadens the attention and devotion of 


higflock; | + wana 03415430 0% % id 
2. Still, this —_ and decent diſ- 
ase of our duty, how uſeful ſoever, is 


but 


& 
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bat an outward. thing, and may, to a de- 
gree; at leaſt, be counterfeited by thoſe 
who ate, otherwiſe, very unfit to be em- 


ployed in this. ſervice. To enliven, to 


votion; ſuch as's ſober indeed, but real, 


u religious temper, and is wrought into 
the very frame and :conftitution of our 
minds. For to this end, more ,eſpecially; 
ar purſuits, to 


are: dhe ſet apart from ſect 


give ourſelyes up to-xeading, to neditation; 
0 all ſpiritual exerciſes; that ſo 'we-may 
be throughly penetrated and informed with 
pure affections and heavenly diſpoſitions, 
When theſe prevail in us, they will na- 
turaliy break forth: and expreſs: themſelves - 


zn all our miniſttztions'; they will be ſeen 


and falti byrall who partake of un | 
by Kind of :{ympathy, will force [the 


hearts of others bo conſent with out town. 
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animate; 10 conſscrate our ern ine ; 
muſt bring to it all the zeal of internal de- 


actiye, and habitual; fuch as flows from 


\ 


„ 
III. The aaf, and beſt fruit, we are to 
en is the fruit of CHARITY, or a 
good life, in thoſe eommitted to our 
charge; which is more eſpecially eulti- 
vated and matured by e our Ye" erung. 


tions, aud blamithſs exanples.” 
1. As to our 'publie Untioventiond, 450 
Aiſcdurtes from the Pulpit, ſuch an au- 
dience as this canner want eo be inſtruct- 
ed in the männer of preparing them. 
Permit me. only tel ſay, . Tha your 
Sermon cunnf noe} e % plan; aid 
that they ought to be wholly Chriffianwi\."" 
The werde of God is: deſigned eebCehe 
<lificarida: of all forts and degrees among 
us; and mould be fo diſpenſed as to reach 
the hearts and under ſtändings of all. And 
'T'mecd not ſay to youp who hear me, that 
to frame a diſpourſe in this manner, as it 
is ithe uſefulleſt way of preaching;! ſo it 
will afford full ſcope and exerciſe fatal 


d e ck 1 of us mar- 


© 
EU 
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poſſeſs. 1814111 gn, 
2 . 5 But 


* „„ 

But, further, you will allow me to ob- 
ee that the topics and principles, on 
which we form our diſcourſes, muſt, be 

auh Cbriſtian. I do not mean to ex- 


— 


lf „ natural Reaſon from our publie ex- 
bhbaoortations, but to employ it in giving 
ſaoree to thoſe beſt and molt efficacious ar- 
* guments for a good life, which the Goſpel 
_  Gupplies. ..I-would. only ſay, That we are 
not to preach morality, in excluſion of 


q -Chriſtianity« for that would be to incur = 
J1 the guilt * preaching ourſelves, and not 
| 4 Feſus' Dr ada t e N 1 LAY 
=— ii various mo ves to virtue and all 
i may be drawn; from the 
; he Chriſtian Revelation, 
| anahey re nfl wore 3 and 
I xn "rg 92 To ee. Abe eee J the 
; Goſpel, is the duty of Chriſtians; and 
= re to preach that ——— 

a the proper _ of Chriſtian Minifawho5 


10 A | , | 2 ＋ 
; 5 l For 


For thar other requiſite of a good exams 
| * the caſe is too plain to require more 
than one word. Our bleſſed Maſter has 
told us, that We are the ſalt of the earth: 
and we remember, what he pronounces of 
that ſalt, when it hath loft its ſuvour. This 
wuarulng may ſuffice to guard the miniſter 
of the word from groſs'vice and immo- 
rality. But much more is expected from 
him. He is to extell in all virtue, and in 
ſuch ſort as to make it amiable in the eyes 

of men. He is to take care, that even 216 
good be not evil-ſpoken of, and that the 
minjſiry be not blamed. For there are cer- 
tain decencies, which muſt be ranked by 
us in the place of virtues. To be want- 

ing in theſe, is to ſcandalize the brethren, 
and diſhonour ourſelves. Our profeſſion 
is ſo ſaered, that even our Chriſtian liberty 
muſt be abridged, on many ocgaſions ; and 
we muſt deny ourſelves an innocent amuſe- 


ment, when we have reaſon to conclude, | 


_ others will take ade a. 


How 


ts 1 


-nHovedar, adh io d bgt recpe ton ids ſaeri- 
ons he mme td che fdecencicndf ons - 


 pxdfcfan}/islg/taktten/Of great prudencts 18 


anbuebatr); and van only be detetmingds 
in particular caſt by an honelhiexertion 
ofckldſe iu r. t, Gd O's 1eft. 
> Veibeve' now, amy arevercnd Brethreny 
>refamted to bu: wihrigf;ſkeiebrob bur 


| winiſterial- duties. 10 nd our Hage 


mentis for the performance of them, tis. 


That; herby, d ffiall bring Furth. fruit, 
ad that pr fruit xumicnemainn «that. i is, we 


mall de inſtrumental in producing a RIGHT! 


Rr RH A PtOUs OBSERVANCE! OF (RELI= 
Slok, and a TRUL £2 CHRISTIAN LIFE, | 
in ut Nvsral charges and congtegdtiens; 


asd we ſhall, likewiſe,! be the means of 
tranſmitting” theſe bhleſſings to Poſlerity, 


dd of perpetuatiug) theſe good fruits to 


the end of the world. Thus; that which 


iso che end of our miniſtry, is, alſo, the 


 reward'ef it. Nor will the recompencee 
of our labõurs end here In ſaviag others;! - 


b e means, now recommended, we 
uf | ; 2 ſhall 


- 


„„ 


ſhall aſſuredly fave ourſelves. For, by 
giving this full proof of our miniſtry, we 
ſhall be fincere, and without offence till the 
day of Chriſt ; being filled with all the fruits 
of righteouſneſs, which are by Feſus Chrift 
unto the glory and praiſe of God*%, AMEN. 


© Phil, i. 10, 11. 
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